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WESTONIA CARAVAN PARK 

A big thank you to Bob and Joyce Hood-Penn 
who donated 4 bikes to the Caravan Park which 
will be freely available to ride around town by our 
visitors! They are already loving it. 

WARRIOR AMBASSADOR AWARDS 

On Friday the 25th of October, Cr Ainslie 
Faithfull, Cr Denver Simmonds, Mikayla De Mol, 
Bob and Joyce Hood-Penn attended the warrior 
ambassadors awards representing the Shire of 
Westonia. 

The Shire of Westonia was awarded a Warrior 
Ambassador Award for their contribution to 
men’s health and wellbeing under the 
fundraising category. This category 
acknowledges “individuals, groups of individuals 
and/or organisations that make a financial 
contribution to Wheatbelt Men’s Health Inc. 
(WMH), delivering the Regional Men’s Health 
Initiative (RMHI), with no expectation of personal 
or commercial gain or return”.  

The Shire of Westonia has been acknowledged 
in the above category for their donation 
through the ‘40th Warralakin to Westonia 
Challenge’.  

The Warrior Ambassador Awards acknowledge 
individuals, groups of individuals and/or 
organisations who have supported WMH as an 
organisation. 
health and 
wellbeing in 
regional, rural 
and remote 
WA.  

WARM WATER POOL FUNDRAISING 

The Warm Water Pool ladies and Ray were busy 
again during the recent Wessy Xmas Markets 
When Zeta, Carol, Sandra, Priscilla, Liz, 
Blanche, Judy, Ainslie, Roslyn had their efforts of 
the past weeks available for sale. There was a 
wonderful array of cakes for sale along with 
Indian chutney, kitchen hand towels, pot plants 
and some crafted wooden items. 
Special mention to Pam White who donated 
some magnificent cross stitched pieces and 
some really beautiful hand made earrings. 
Thank you everyone for your magnificent efforts 
which allowed us to collect $1655. 
Zeta and Liz collected the tin  from the Co Op 
which had $202 and the tin from the front desk 
at the Shire which had $246 giving us a total of 
$2103. 
Thank you everyone for your donations and for 
purchasing our wares. The group has now raised 
a total of $23,953.00!! 
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2nd November: Kate Crees 

5th November:  Jocelyn Antonio 

7th November: Chantelle Pedrotti 

10th November: Clinton Townrow 
(stix) 

11th November: Ross Della Bosca, 
Margaret Crees, Christine Geier, 
Peter Lilly 

18th November: Ernie Douglas 

20th November: Priscilla Stephens 

21st November: Mitch Crews 

24th November: Chloe Corsini 

25th November: Joan Huxtable 

28th November: Jackson Kelly 
(Hale) 

31st November: Robert Morales 

WESTONIA SWIMMING POOL 

Unfortunately, the public swimming pool won’t 
be open until mid December (we hope!) due to 
the current renovations of the kiosk and issues 
with the power.  

We are sorry for any inconvenience.  
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Our first Christmas sewing day is 
scheduled on Monday 4th Of 
November from 9:00AM 
onwards.  

I plan to run another day towards 
the end of  November/ Early 
December, allowing plenty of 
time to complete your gifts ready 
for giving.  

I have some sample ideas of easy 
place mats, table runners etc. if 
you have your own fabric, bring it 
along! There is a limited supply of 
Christmas fabric available at the 
Craft Room.  

Maybe you have your own 
Christmas gift project happening, 
come along and join the group. 

Look forward to seeing you all :) 

Kay 
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Westonia Bowling Club 

Our Club days are going well with a few potential 

new members attending. The games are played in a 

friendly competitive manner every Sunday at 2 pm 

for a 2.30 start. The Club can provide bowls for 

anyone who may be interested in joining in. 

A big thank you to Zeta, Arthur, Carol, Greg and Pat 

and Phil for organizing afternoon tea and a roll up 

for our guests on Wednesday 23rd October. You all 

make this town proud. 

 

Pennants 

Our ladies Pennant 

players did us proud on their first official pennant 

game for the 2024 – 2025 season beating Corrigin 

Gold 62 shots to 20 shots. Westonia gained all the 

four points. They then travelled to Corrigin on 

Wednesday 23rd October to have the tables turned, 

going down to Corrigin Blue by 42 shots. Corrigin 

Blue coming away with all 4 points.  Never the less 

the girls had a noisy trip home to celebrate Helan 

Barnetts birthday. 21 again Helen. Happy Birthday! 

It was lovely to see Jocelyn Antonio joining us in her 

first pennant game. Hopefully there will be a lot 

more Joc. The 

next pennant 

game will be on 

Wednesday 30th 

when Westonia 

plays host to 

Bruce Rock.  

The Wessy Men’s Pennant team continued on with 

their winning streak at Bruce Rock on the 19th 

October. Westonia 71 shots, 6 points to Bruce Rock 

69 shots, 2 points. Narembeen Division one team 

came to Westonia on Saturday 26th and gave a 

clinical display of how to play, defeating the Wessy 

boys 111 shots, 7 points, to 59 shots 1 point. Well 

done to the team of Brad Penny, Arthur Mather, Pat 

Alvaro and Bob Lockyer who fought back in the 

dying stages of their game to be the only winning 

team for Westonia. The men are off to Merredin 

Club on Saturday 2nd November. 

On the Road Again 

Our ladies have once agin been hitting the road to 

travel to League Open Days. We had a team travel 

to Tammin on the 19th and come away with the 

Afternoon winners cheque and four raffle prizes. On 

Sunday the 27th the Club sent two teams to 

Merredin Civic’s open Day. The team of Heather 

Lockyer, Liz Richter, Diane Jones and Ainslie Faithfull 

came back with the third place prize and another 

raffle win. Thank you to our ever reliable bus driver 

Kay Geier for getting us safetly home again. Thank 

you also to Marie and Marg for stepping in at the 

last moment to 

make up the 

teams. 
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Westonia Community Members 

Isn’t it fantastic that all we hear from visitors 
coming to town is that Westonia is a wonderful 
place with amazing facilities for such a small 
population!! 

We all love hearing it and should be very proud of 
our achievements and community spirit! We all 
are enjoying the concessions and the spoils that 
the town offers! 

You would have heard just recently that the 
Toyota Dealership, Grace & Grain Store and Vet 
business in Merredin will be closing by 
Christmas. Well, we could be facing the same 
dilemma with the local store, unless we can 
gather wholesale community support for the 
business with a buy local commitment. 

Would attitudes be the same if we no longer had 
a community store/post office as part of our 
town? Imagine that for every single shopping item 
you require will need to be purchased out of 
town, imagine driving to Merredin for access to a 
post office.  We are convinced that visitors will 
not be so enamored with the place if they cannot 
get any supplies locally. 

The Board are not trying to be overdramatic, but 
this is the reality of the future of the Cooperative 
unless some wholesale changes are made to 
ensure the long term sustainability of the 
business. This issue is also being exacerbated by 
the imminent closure of the mine, which will 
further decrease our annual turnover and profit 
margins. The Cooperative has been operating 
since the year 2000 and though it’s had its ups 
and downs over the years it has been a mainstay 
for the community. The business model for the 
Cooperative is not to profiteer, instead it’s to 
create local employment opportunities and 
provide an invaluable sustainable service to the 
community. 

Reality though is as its stands is that the current 
sale of goods at an average @ $60k a month does 
not enable enough of a profit margin to employ 4-
5 staff to keep the doors open 8.30am – 5pm 5 
days a week and 5 hours every Saturday.  

One avenue that the Board will be exploring is 
reducing opening hours, which will ultimately 
reduce staff hours worked resulting in a 
reduction in wages paid. The downside to this 
decision is that customers will have a smaller 
window in which to access the store/post office, 
meaning less satisfaction and incentive to 
support the store. Also, a reduction in staff hours 

makes the position less appealing in attracting 
and retaining suitable staff. 

The Board firstly want to acknowledge the many 
customers who are very loyal to the business and 
commit a large percentage of their weekly 
shopping needs at the store. But in saying that we 
are very aware that there is still a large majority of 
locals who choose to buy their groceries 
elsewhere. Whilst every individual has the right to 
shop and spend their funds where and how they 
wish, it should be remembered though that 
unless there is a greater investment in a buy local 
mentality, then we will have no option but to buy 
regionally. Community support for our Co-
Operative is vital to its existence, the old adage of 
"Use It or Lose It" is applicable here. 

The knock-on effect that this will have on our 
‘magnificent’ little community will be nothing 
short of catastrophic. 

Please ponder this when making a conscience 
decision moving forward 

1. Have a think about the small communities 
within our wheatbelt area many of which do not 
have a local store.  How lucky are we to live in a 
progressive community with outstanding 
facilities. Imagine the impact on all of us if no 
shop or post office. 

2. People have moved to Westonia because of 
the beauty of our town and the fantastic facilities 
it provides.  This community thrives because of 
our Shire and people who are committed 
participants in the community.  Are you one of 
them?  If not, how can you assist your 
community?  By buying local as much as you 
can! 

The ABC program "Back Roads" which 
showcase’s small outback communities that are 
generally progressive, tend to have a common 
theme regarding the survival of small 
communities being directly related to a strong 
community spirit. 

The community will be kept informed on the 
changes proposed for the store in the near future 
but in the meantime the Board implore those that 
are committed to the Westonia community to 
also commit to a buy local policy.  

The Board of Directors 

Westonia Community Cooperative 
 

BUY LOCAL - SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY 



COUNCIL TO COMMUNITY      WESTONIAN, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER, 30TH, 2024 

 Further Council information is available at Shire of Westonia 41 Wolfram Street, Westonia 6423  

Telephone: 08 9046 7063 Email: shire@westonia.wa.gov.au Web: westonia.wa.gov.au  


